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August 19, 2002—Subject: Mind

DEAR FRIENDS: Mary Baker Eddy gave her students 26 subjectsfor weekly Bible L essons, to be
covered twiceyearly. Flowing through theyear in her order of the subjects, we hereby present fresh views of
each oneby outstanding Christian Scientists. In thisway, we hopeto partake with you of new unfoldments of

her infinitereve ation.

Our selection thisweek isfrom Peggy Brook’sbooklet — GOD’ SNATUREASMIND. Pleaseclick here
for ashort biographical sketch on Peggy Brook.

ASUMMARY

L et usend by going through this sevenfold reflection
of Mind asawhole, together with the extractsfrom
thedaysof creation that we havetakentoillustrateit:

Mind asMindisthedivineintelligence of all
creation.

“ And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light.”

Mind as Spiritistheallness of Mind, and therefore
theonly Mind, entirely spiritual.

“ And God said, Let there be a firmament let it
divide the waters from the waters.”

Mind as Soul isthe definiteness of ideawhich
precludes mere thought or belief.

“ And God said, Let the waters under the heaven
be gathered unto one place, and let the dry land
appear: and it was so.”

Mind asPrincipleisthe one control governingall.

“ And God said, Let there be lightsin the
firmament to divide the day from the night; and
let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for
days, and years.”

Mind asLifeisthe activity of ideasthat is
spontaneous and eternal.

“ And God said, Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open
firmament of heaven.”
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Mind as Truth isthe unerring and whole nature of
consciousness, whichishealth.

“ And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earth.”

Mind as Loveisthe ever-fulfilled and restful
activity of Mind as All-in-all.

“ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished,
and all the host of them. And on the seventh day
God ended his work which he had made, and he
rested on the seventh day from all his work which
he had made.”

L et usalwaysremember that in taking asubject like the seven synonymoustermsfor God one has, of
necessity, to usewordsand with them to analyze each term and consider it separately, but thetruthisthat the
divinenatureisoneinfiniteand isalwaysin operation. For instance, Love does not comeinto operation at the
end of six periodsof unfolding thought, nor isit operating only when wearethinking about it, nor solely as
Love. Theinfiniteisomnipresent and omni-active, and each facet reflectsevery other, sothat every operation
of Being fromtheinfinites mal totheinfinite hasthenature of Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love.
Moreover thenature of theinfinite Being isbeyond words. We usewordsas symbols, but “ aswerise, the
symbolsdisappear” andwe*“seehimasheis,” asthe apostle John declared.

THE SYNONYMOUSTERMSFOR GODARELIFE

Onefeelsmorethan ever thewonder of the divine nature asdefined through these synonymoustermsfor God.
They expresspureredlity, natural power, andin dwelling with them, oneisaware of touching thefundamental
vauesor dl life. Today, in understanding thesetruths, thought is getting away more and morefrom merewords.
Ininitial researchinto themeaning of these synonymoustermsfor God, athough being fundamentally interested
Inidess, thetemptation isoften to get involved with words.

Intheir original study it isperhapsatemporary help to makelistsof wordswhich characterizethe

nature of Mind, Spirit, Soul, and so on, but there comesatimewhen, evenif oneistempted to have merely an
intellectual sense of Science, oneisimpelled to moveoninto the consciousnessof living, flexibleidess, avare
of theinfinite power and presence behind the mereterms. Then onefindsquite naturally that theseideasareno
longer objectiveand outside of oneinthelimited senseof looking up to redity and out to an objectiveuniverse,
but that man istheseideasin operation and they congtitute hisuniverse. Manisideaand nothingisgoing on
outsdeof dl-inclusveinfinity where*dl isinfiniteMind anditsinfinitemanifestation.”

Termsareuseful, but al terms, aswell asbooksand teaching, are merely laddersto theinnate

spiritual consciousnessthat isman’shirthright. (See Ret. 85: 9-12.) To think behind meretermstotheredity of
theactivity or Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Loveisto find thekingdom of heavenwithin, and
when we havefound the kingdom of heaven within, wefinditinthe so-called “ without;” we can discernthe
operation of divinefactsall around us, however unfamiliar the symbolsmay betous.
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Itisonly aswerisebeyond the confines of merewordsthat we can discern specifically whereand how the
Christisat work inthe many outstanding waysinwhich Christ, Truth, isleavening thought in theworld today.
The“signsof thetimes’ inthefieldsof science, theology, medicinearetruly wonderful. Onefedsisaiah’s
prophecy coming to fulfilment, that “ the earth shall befull of theknowledge of the L ord, asthewaterscover
thesea”

Inwhat termswill this* knowledge of the Lord” be couched?We may not be ableto say, andindeed it may
not be necessary evento know. All wedo know isthat if weallow the spirit dwaysto guide us, we shall
experiencethe common unity of divineideaexpressingitsalf, sothat every manwill hear thevoiceof Truth
speaking in hisown tongue, ason theday of Pentecost, and thus experiencethe omnipotence, omniscience,
omnipresence, and omni-action of one Mind, one Spirit, one Soul, one Principle, oneLife, Truth, and Love.
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