Weekly Lesson Citations

DEAR FRIENDS: We plan to use this spot on our web page to bring you a different set of citations each week—expand-
ing on specific citations from the “Weekly Lesson.” A paraphrase can so often open thought to new insights of familiar
statements. In this way we hope to share with you some of the wonderful work that has been done in Christian Science

over the past fifty years and in to the present by authors you may or may not have yet met.

Our first selection this week is from—TALKS GIVEN BY JOHN DOORLY ON THE SCIENCE OF THE BIBLE—
VOL.SEVEN. The other selection is from—THE GOSPEL OF MARK—A VERBATIM REPORT OF JOHN L. MORGAN'S

FELIXSTOWE SUMMER SCHOOL—1955.
October 29, 2001
SUBJECT: Everlasting Punishment

“Confirm the Feeble Knees”
Love as Principle

So we come to the tone of Love as Principle, which redeems man. This tone gives a sense of the power of Love.

“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart,”-Love alone
annihilates fear,- “Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will

come and save you” (Isa. 35: 3, 4). There is an illustration of the power of Love demonstrated and made operative.

Mrs. Eddy writes: “Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle of

Jesus’ teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and death by the law of Spirit,—
the law of divine Love” (S. & H. 19: 6-1 1). When we understand Love as Principle—that Love can be demonstrated, that
it is power, that it can be understood, that it is one and infinite, that it always interprets itself—then the “feeble knees” will

be strengthened, and the “fearful heart” will lose its fear.

When we begin to understand that there is nothing going on but divine Principle, Love, we begin to lose our sense of
fear. Then, when we tackle a condition of either sin, disease, or death, we are able to do so with authority, with power,
with fearlessness, because we know that there is an ever-present, ever-available, understandable divine Principle of the

nature of Love, and that all we have to do is to understand and love it.

We have only to attach thought to Principle through spiritual thinking, through scientific thinking, through exact thinking,
through metaphysical thinking. We have only to lay hold on the ideas of God. In the realm of infinity and reality there is
nothing but divine idea. Why, even in the realm of music and mathematics there is nothing going on but ideas. We don't
gain or use a bucketful of addition, or subtraction, or multiplication, or division, we just use ideas of those things. So
nothing is ever going on but ideas. In reality every idea is God’s idea, it is everywhere, and we can use it wherever we
are. “If | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there,”—all of God’s ideas are right in this room tonight, because every
idea is ever-present. There is not one single idea in the realm of infinity that is not ever-present, infinitely understand-

able, and infinitely demonstrable, because every idea is of the nature of infinity.

So we have the kingdom of God within us, within our thinking, and when we understand that Love is Principle, the “feeble
knees” will no longer be feeble, because we shall know that Love forever fulfils itself as power in demonstration.
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“In the Wilderness Shall Waters Break Out”
Love as Life

Now we come to the tone of Love as Life, which demonstrates the fullness of man’s entire being. It is a lovely tone, this. It
symbolized what happened when Jesus came, which was in the fifth thousand year period of Life, and he came because
God is Love. Humanity has never had a clearer symbolization of Love as Life than Jesus gave. So this is what will
happen when Love comes to you as Life. “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert"—remember that in the fifth day of creation the waters brought forth abundantly.
“And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of waten in the habitation of dragons, where
each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes” (Isa. 35: 5-7). In the third day of creation the grass symbolizes the Word

of God, which is always associated with Life.



MARK 1:35-37
PRINCIPLE as LOVE

(Ch. 1:35-45)
The divine impulsion includes all in one benediction, and thus explains the universal desire for perfection.

In Principle as Love there are three incidents: Jesus retires for solitary prayer; the disciples say, All men seek for thee;
and the leper is healed. It's obvious that in the omniaction of Principle operating as Love, all men are in the Christ-Love,

which is why they perpetually seek it, and in that universal One there’s no isolation, no leper, no one outside.

V. 35. “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed.” We can none of us do our best work unless we spend a lot of time in the solitary place, where the
turmoil and busyness of mortal existence has no entry. It's hard to find time to retire there these days, but it's
more and more important as the tempo of life goes up. Nowadays all the inducements to be humanly active and
moving about and doing things are so much more attractive than they used to be, in some ways, that we have to
be firm as to where our affections and loyalties really lie, We must go out often into that solitary place “silently to
commune with the divine Principle, Love,” as Jesus did. We can't live for long on our hump like a camel, nor
subsist on our own vision without going back to recharge. This conscientious, silent communion with our Prin-

ciple, divine Love, not only causes all men to turn to the divine in each of us, but also is what heals the leper.

Vv. 36, 37. “And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. And when they had found him, they said
unto him, All men seek for thee.” Principle as Love presents that universal compulsion to find the divine status of

man; we're impelled to “seek for thee” because of the fact of what we already are.

Mark is telling us, know yourself, meet yourself, look at what you are, how wonderful and how majestic, how loved you
really are! And so our impulsion to seek is the fruits of the fact that Love only knows us as absolutely wonderful—Love is
wedded to its own spiritual idea. The leper in us is often that which holds itself unworthy; we may think too morbidly about
our shortcomings and what a stinker they make us, and that holds us a leper, keeps us outside the circle of Love, in our
belief. It's self-hate, self-condemnation, self-fear, self-distaste, and things like that which deface the tablet of one’s being.
Heaven knows there is much we shouldn't like in the mortal make-up, but it is nothing to do with man, for he is the

beloved of Love.

V. 38. “And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that | may preach there also: for therefore came |
forth.” Principle as Love declares the purpose of the divine mission. “Therefore came | forth” to manifest the
divinity and the majesty of Love’s man. We read on My. 149:5-13., “The Principle of Christ is divine Love, resist-
less Life and Truth.” Because it is resistless it compels all men to seek for it. As John Doorly used to say, Salva-
tion is irresistible—You're doomed to salvation. We used to think that was very amusing, yet it is absolutely true,
because the Christ-Principle is Love, resistless Life and Truth. Further on in the same paragraph, referring to the
Christ-Principle, Mrs. Eddy writes, “its radiant stores of knowledge are the mysteries of exhaustless being. Seek
ye these till you make their treasures yours.” Seek ye these! Principle as Love impells universal seeking and
universal finding.

S. and H. 476:21 “...earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is outside of all material selfhood.” That
statement is a wonderful climax to this unfolding of Principle through those seven tones which are revealing to us
the pattern and the platform for the whole Christ Gospel. The impulsion of Principle as Mind pours out its mes-
sage and causes us to be receptive to it. It pours out the nature of Spirit and through the baptism causes us to be
at one with it. It pours out the divine completeness of our divine Christ identity, and causes us to be aware of it
and to rule out the animal sense of it. It pours out the blessing of divine oneness and disallows the twoness of
human nature. It pours out that light and exalted sense of effortless individuality, so that we’re happy about laying
down the mortal concept. It pours out the dynamics of Truth, causing all men to open the door of consciousness
to the Christ calculus and thereby to receive health and salvation. And it pours out its benediction of Love, which
causes us to seek and realize that we are forever embosomed in Love and never outside it. Now Mark makes

that last statement practical through the healing of the leper.

Vv. 40, 41. “And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion,”—compassion has all the tenderness
of Love but fundamentally it has the tone of Principle, because it is based upon a practical understanding of the
situation. “Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand,”—to bring into the circle that which seemed to be
without,—"and touched him, and saith unto him, | will; be thou clean. And as soon as he had spoken, immedi-
ately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.”



MARK 1:35-37
PRINCIPLE as LOVE (cont.)

(Ch. 1:35-45)

There’s a very interesting translation of Jesus’ statement, “I will” in E.V. Rieu’s modern translation in the Penguin Clas-
sics. It says, “l will it, be thou clean.” There, it is no longer a sense of futurity, but of power. In Principle as Love, man
belongs, he can’t evade the mandate of Love or be outside its circle. The power of Principle operates as all-inclusive
Love, and we couldn’t be outside if we wanted to be, or renounce our heritage.

Vv. 45, L1.4. “And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; And saith unto him, See thou say nothing
to any man: but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses
commanded, for a testimony unto them.” Don’t burden the healing with a sense of, How marvellous!—rather gain
the spiritual lesson. There’s a beautiful sense, too, of how Love fulfils the moral law as well as the divine—
nothing is missing. If it was a moral and civil necessity to show themselves to the priests, Love’s law enabled
them to go and fulfil that also...

V. 45. “But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could
no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter.”

A little while ago | helped somebody, and after a quick healing that person rang up, and all she said was, “Haven’t we got
a wonderful Principle?” Now that's what we blaze abroad—Hasn’'t man got a wonderful Principle? To prove that is the
purpose of the Christ-mission, and so even when Jesus retired to the desert, “they came to him from every quarter”... If

we've really got something and have a touch of Principle as Love, they will batter down our door.
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