The Mary Baker Eddy Science Institute Presents

MONTHLY LESSON CITATIONS

Dear Friends, for the month of October 2009, we will continue the
presentation of Helen Wright’s first Volume of her biography of Mrs. Eddy
titled “Mary Baker Eddy God’s Great Scientist.”

Anyone wishing to read and study ahead can download the entire book by
clicking on” Publications™ on our site.
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HER WRITINGS REVEAL HER SUCCESSOR

Her writings reveal her “successor.” We are that successor as we become
one with the teachings contained in her writings and they become our divine
being.

“God 1s individual Mind. This one Mind and His individuality comprise
the elements of all forms and individualities, and prophesy the nature and
stature of Christ, the ideal man” (Mis. 101:31).

The principle of mathematics cannot be divided. God is the
mathematician. No part is withheld from God’s image and likeness, God’s
reflection, man, since one infinite Principle, Mind, God, can have but one
infinite reflection, or expression. In her classes Mrs. Eddy made it clear that
the one Mind which is Love was already the Mind of each one, and only
awaited the student’s recognition.

EVIL UNREAL:
HER UNIQUE DISCOVERY
MIND THE MESSIAH

But the world did not “crown the power of Mind as the Messiah.” Matter
is this world’s God, and “how contemptible is mind groveling at the feet of
matter,” Mrs. Eddy wrote in Volume I of The Christian Science Journal.
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Mrs. Eddy was the first in human history to explain evil as totally unreal,
as the counterfeit of God, as nothing more than a misinterpretation of the
divine ever-present infinite good, called God, as a misunderstanding of
Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love.

As Discoverer and Founder she could not teach what our true being is
without teaching what it is not. She asks: Can a mother teach her “child the
correct numeration of numbers and never name a cipher? Knowing that she
cannot do this in mathematics, she should know that it cannot be done in
metaphysics, and so she should definitely name the error, uncover it, and
teach truth scientifically” (My. 235:8). Cruel and bitter personal experiences
caused Mrs. Eddy to plumb the very depths of evil to find out that it was
merely an unreal facade behind which was always infinite good as the
reality. While Mrs. Eddy’s great discovery revealed the unreality and
nothingness of evil—since God, good, was revealed as All, and All-in-all—
it nevertheless took many decades to fully investigate how evil operated.
Christian Science had to go “to the bottom of mental action and reveal”
evil’s total unreality.

She saw that the universe and man when explained on the basis of
physical sense and represented as subject to growth, maturity and decay
must continue to be a puzzle—“a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an
enigma.” She proved that man and the universe can be understood only
when interpreted by Science from its divine Principle, God. How does evil
stack up when viewed correctly?

—When interpreted from the Science point of view, what looks like
mortal mind—Iike life, substance, intelligence in matter, or what she termed
“animal magnetism”—is never an entity, it is never anything but a
misinterpretation of the one divine Mind.

—When rightly viewed, what looks like evil, the mingling of Spirit and
matter or dualism, the flesh, spirits many, is never an entity, never real
being; it is nothing more than the misinterpretation of reality, of the One and
only Spirit, God.

—When understood from the Science point of view what to a mortal
sense looks like sin, sensation in matter, the body with its suffering and pain,
its bondage to appetites and lust, is never a right identification, it is always a
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counterfeit of the true and real identity which is Soul, the divine Ego, the
unchangeable immortal and only I or Us.”

—Looking from the Science point of view, Mrs. Eddy saw that personal
sense, material organization, discord, dishonesty, material theories were
never the operation of divine Principle, were never anything other than false
teaching, no more real than discord in mathematics or any other so-called
scientific subject.

—Looking from the Science point of view she saw that death and time
were not realities, but mere suppositional opposites of the ever-presence and
isness of Life.

— From the Science point of view an adversary, resistance to Truth,
disease, error of any kind, was never an entity in itself, but always the
counterfeit, the suppositional opposite, of Truth.

—From the Science viewpoint, fear, hate, envy, imperfection are only the
misunderstanding of Love and perfection; they are never real.

Matter or false consciousness is the way the human mind represents itself
to itself. The body, like everything else material, is merely a construction of
consciousness. And as consciousness changes through spiritual education,
the body will be seen as spiritual, as a body of divine ideas. Science
“translates matter into its original language, which is Mind, and gives the
spiritual instead of the material signification” (Hea. 7:8).

Where did sin come from? Where did discord in music come from?
Where do errors in mathematics come from? When error is handled, Mrs.
Eddy told a student, it becomes a battle axe. But a single wrong thought
harbored, she contended, makes one a partner with animal magnetism and
opens the door to the bondage of evil.

Mrs. Eddy’s discovery that evil is unreal is unique in human history. It is
destined to set man free from believing matter is an entity in itself. She saw
that it was not mortal man that was wrong, but only the concept of man as
mortal.

This was not theory with Mrs. Eddy. She had proven it to be Truth in
actual experience.
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She taught her students that their understanding of Christian Science was
God working in them.

HOW DID ERROR CREEP IN?
DECADE-LONG NIGHTMARE BEGINS

Mrs. Eddy had a strong penchant for endowing others with her own
Christ-like qualities—for investing others with her ideal, and making them
think it was their own. She was ever thinking of others as bigger and better
than they really were, humanly. This predisposition kept her, in 1870,
unaware of the deep moral deficiencies in young Richard Kennedy, a student
in that 1870 class, to whom she had given many hours of private tutoring in
the healing art.

Kennedy’s consequent success with patients led her to make an
arrangement with him whereby she did the teaching and he got on with the
healing.

The brash young Kennedy soon decided he knew as much as his teacher;
and motivated by envy, he proceeded to use in a wicked, perverse way the
divine Mind power Mrs. Eddy had taught him. When uncovered, he became
vengeful and used a perverted mind-power to influence students against Mrs.
Eddy Students began falling away, and some began aggressively to oppose
her every move.

Thus began a decade-long nightmare, which, however, proved to be not
without a hidden blessing.

What was this blessing?

MRS. EDDY TAUGHT ONLY GOOD

The question might arise, since Mrs. Eddy taught her students only the
power of infinite good, how did it happen that she now found her worst
obstacles, the most devastating blows—as Jesus had learned from Judas—
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were to come from her own defecting students rather than from the rejection
and skepticism that assailed her from the outside world?

Apparently God wanted Mrs. Eddy to thoroughly learn that the only
enemy is animal magnetism, meaning a false view of things. The treachery
of her students thus became a blessing in disguise since they forced her to
investigate and discover the remedy for error of every kind.

Jesus’ mission had been an ascending mission, to show mankind how to
lay down the mortal concept. He knew there is but one “self” and that is the
God-self; consequently, he said: “Think not that I am come to send peace on
the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Mrs. Eddy’s
mission, on the other hand, was a descending, encompassing mission. It
encompassed Jesus’ work on earth. She therefore had to find the remedy for
error of every kind; she had to find that reality, divine Love, has no contests,
because “to infinite, ever-present Love, all is Love, and there is no error”
(567:7).

Regarding error, Mrs. Eddy states: “While the ways, means, and potency
of Truth had flowed into my consciousness as easily as dawns the morning
light,” this was not the case with evil and error. These she seems to have had
to ferret out mostly from necessity through raw harsh experiences that left
her worn and battle-scarred. “I shall not forget the cost of investigating for
this age the methods and power of error...The metaphysical mystery of
error—its hidden paths, purpose, and fruits— at first defied me. . . .” (Mis.
222:29).

The early editions of Science and Health show how Mrs. Eddy only
gradually came to a full understanding of evil and how to handle it. In the
first edition she said: “In warfare with error, you attack to kill, and the
wounded or cornered beast bites you if he can. . .” whereas in the last edition
she succinctly disposes of evil in five words: “Evil is a suppositional lie!”
Because of the exaltation of God in her consciousness she saw evil’s
unreality. But to search out and establish the total nothingness of evil took
Mrs. Eddy’s entire forty-four-year span of labor.
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE MISSIONS OF JESUS AND MARY
BAKER EDDY

The missions of Jesus and Mrs. Eddy are really one mission. Jesus
embodied within himself the Christ and showed forth in his own being the
presence of God as the personal appearing of Truth, since at his time on
earth no other appearance could have been understood by the people. He
therefore could say, “He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.”

Mrs. Eddy’s mission was not to repeat but to complete his mission. Her
mission was to so commune with Mind that she could write the textbook,
“the Comforter,” which gives the complete impersonal explanation of God.
She entirely and consistently removed herself, her personality, from the
Science she discovered, knowing that confusing her with Christian Science
would destroy a genuine understanding of it. She said: “I got Mary out of the
way.” She knew “there was never a religion or philosophy lost to the
centuries except by sinking its divine Principle in personality” (My. 117:22).

Jesus was our great exemplar. He made it clear that he was doing nothing
beyond what all others were capable of doing and could do: “He that
believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do.” But until Mrs. Eddy brought the understanding of God
and Christ Jesus, faith was the highest form of help the hungering heart
could turn to. Today, through the assimilation of Truth and Love given in the
writings of Mary Baker Eddy, faith becomes understanding which makes the
power of Truth and Love available to us in our consciousness; we can know

that we “possess sovereign power,” through this scientific understanding.
(See Pul. 3:7.)

TEACHING, NOT PERSONALITY, IMPORTANT

If there was one thing Mrs. Eddy impressed upon the students more than
any other it was that they were not to look at her or to her, but to the Truth
she declared. The spiritually-minded honest students were not bothered with
the question of Mrs. Eddy’s “personality” To them it seemed simple
common sense that she could not be separated from the truth she taught, as
she herself explained: “Christian Science is my only ideal; and the individual
and his ideal can never be severed” (Mis. 105:20).
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An article in The Christian Science Journal (Vol. XII, No. 1, in 1889)
stated:

As to those who antagonize bitterly the position and doctrines
of the author of SCIENCE AND HEALTH, is not the trouble with
her personality the same that mortal mind has always had with
the personalities of those chosen of God to voice Truth?...How

would itstrikeusto hear a professed Christi

Sermon on the Mount is of transcendent elevation and beauty; but
Jesus was sel fish, conceited,

In this business of personality or the mentioning of her name, she had to
watch two ways. She from time to time wrote her editor requesting there be
less mention of her personally. But at the same time she was keenly aware
that a recognition of her relationship to Christian Science as its Discoverer
and Founder must be kept before the public to safeguard it against wily
aspirants who would not hesitate to adulterate and pervert her teaching.

There were always those, who having gained a smattering of
metaphysics, felt themselves capable of expounding and even improving on
what had unfolded to her through many years of hard work, study,
experience, revelation, and self-discipline. These instant metaphysicians
argued that their allegiance was to Truth, not to a person. Of course that
argument was founded on the would-be metaphysician’s extravagant and
excessive regard for himself, for his own person, since centuries will
probably still elapse before anyone can speak with the authority of Jesus or
of Mrs. Eddy. Thus she had to watch both ways in order to properly
safeguard her teaching.

However, she warned that those who looked for her in person or
elsewhere than in her writings lost her instead of found her, and that
religions and philosophies are lost when their divine Principle is sunk in
personality. No one ever made less of personality than did Mrs. Eddy.

Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love spoke through her
because they could, because of her unselfed love and purity. They could
speak through her because her absolute consecration of thought, energy and
desire had made her a transparency for Truth and Love, a clear, lucid
windowpane that Truth and Love could shine through. She at all times let
her writings speak for her, knowing they were of God, that she was “a scribe
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under orders” whom God was using to lead humanity out of the chaos of
blind faith and false beliefs into the demonstrable understanding of Science
and Christianity.

It was Mrs. Eddy’s mission to state the Science that would enable all to
do what Jesus did. It was not easy for her students to grasp it. Caroline
Frame voiced their dilemma: “We endeavored to remember every word, but
when we tried to express it, found this impossible, neither could we write it,
showing it to be the Spirit, and not the words (letter) that makes the
impression” (Six Days, p. 254).

Speaking on this subject with Mrs. Eddy, James Gilman ventured:

“Doubtl ess we try to explain

“No,” she said, “you do not
are governed by wisdom. If you are talking with one who has not
yet | earned the A B C"s and trying

beyond t he Aexphin@ytking tbsuchy Moywe need
to practice this Science in whatever we are doing and this gives us
the wisdom to talk to people what they can understand...[She told
him he must abide on the Rock.]

STARTING THE TEACHING

In February of 1866 Mrs. Eddy was the only Christian Scientist on earth.
The vast subject of Christian Science was then known only to her, and was
utterly contrary to the general belief. Thus it had to win admission little by
little. To accommodate her teaching to the total ignorance of her early
students, Mrs. Eddy, in the beginning, had been willing to give up a tiny
portion of her ideals in order to secure the larger part. This led to trouble.

Perfection is our present state in reality, and always has been, but to one
born of the flesh, the attainment of perfection seems a step-by-lonely-step,
gradual climb, “journeying “uphill all the way’ (574:4).

In spite of temporarily accommodating herself to the ignorance of that
early period, it is clear Mrs. Eddy never lost sight of her goal of perfection.

e
expl aii
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ERROR BEGINS WITH FIRST STUDENT

We have already learned that Hiram Crafts was Mrs. Eddy’s first student
in late 1866. He did not tell Mrs. Eddy he had used manipulation (rubbing
the head) when he was a spiritualist healer prior to studying with her. When
she learned of it she determined it would be best to suffer it to be so now
with him and with other students, while they were learning.

It was all so new!

She would let the tares and the wheat grow side by side until she could
see more clearly how to deal with the problem.

The answer came swiftly when she found to her horror and sorrow that
only evil could come from trying to mix Spirit and matter trying to mix
purely spiritual means with material means. Thereafter manipulation of any
kind was strictly forbidden.

STUDENTS REFUSE TO OBEY

Some of the students refused to obey Mrs. Eddy’s newly imposed strict
ruling against manipulation. Kennedy was the most obdurate offender. He
had achieved astonishing success with his method, and was totally averse to
risking his lucrative practice by reliance on the purely spiritual means of
prayer alone.

Mrs. Eddy finally became fully aware that behind Kennedy’s surface
inoffensiveness lay a deep hatred of Truth—the carnal mind’s enmity
against God.

DANGEROUS MIND CONTROL

She saw Kennedy’s control of his patient’s mind, and all such control of
one mind by another, as a dangerous counterfeit of Science, it being the
imposition of the operator’s will rather than the actualization of God’s will.
It was the ancient struggle of self-will against the will of Love. She had
taught him the tremendous power of mind, and now she felt she had put a

9
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dangerous weapon into his hands, as well as into the hands of her other
students whose characters were dominated by evil traits.

While Kennedy was the most inexorable troublemaker, he was at the
same time the Judas that was necessary to bring out the great truth that
because God, or Mind, is All, is infinite, and is Spirit or good only, evil in
all its guises is simply illusion, animal magnetism, totally unreal; and our
only need, ever, is to rouse ourselves out of this Adam-dream that matter, as
substance, is a reality. Since the kingdom of heaven is within consciousness,
we need only “rouse the dormant understanding” (583:15) in order to free
ourselves from its claims.

Kennedy subsequently became the symbol for the belief in more than one
mind.

“LI' TTLE BOOK" WRI TTEN MI DST

The desertions, and the further apostasy Kennedy was maneuvering,
caused the first edition of Science and Health to be written under extremely
adverse outward conditions—confirming the Scripture regarding the Woman
who, “being with child cried, travailing in birth and pained to be delivered”
(Rev. X11:2).

But, as she later wrote, “The very circumstance which your suffering
sense deems wrathful and afflictive, Love can make an angel entertained
unawares” (574:27). And this was true now: it was actually Kennedy’s
refusal to obey Mrs. Eddy’s instructions that convinced her of the necessity
to publish her writings in book form instead of giving out only handwritten
manuscripts of her teaching.

The depth of suffering into which the conduct of these rebellious students
plunged her may be gathered from letters written to Bancroft during this
period:

My students have done me irreparable injury while | have
been doing all in my power, under the circumstances, for them.
When | suffer for Truth, they desert me, and when | send out
their name, endorsed by myself, they disgrace my

10
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recommendation by a failure or turning to mesmerism, and
working against me.

Why is all this? It is because they have not started with right
motives. They told me their motives were right and | tried to help
them. But because they love the ties of the flesh more than those of
the Spirit, and always hold to the fleshly ties if in any way they
conflict with the ties of Spirit, they fail in the healing work.

Again referring to the grievous burden the discords of that hour imposed
upon her, she wrote him:

I am a fish out of water; when I am dragged away from
wisdom and love into the grosser abyss of folly and hate, then |
am not a fish at home. Truth is, | am so tried by the malice of my
students, that up to this time, or a little prior to it, | have done
nothing but love and praise, that I am losing my happiness and
consequently my health in the dark labyrinth into which | gaze
and stand upon the brink, thinking momentarily, will my students
plunge therein?

HER WILLINGNESS TO MAKE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE

Many were the sleepless nights Mrs. Eddy passed as she prayed for
guidance during these crisis-ridden years. In a letter to a friend, she wrote,
“O, I am so tired! tired!.. .When will my rest come?” Actually it would not
come for nearly another four decades. She had embarked on a mission to
make evil and discord obsolete. Ceaseless toil was in the offing.

A great leader must do the things he believes must be done at the time
they must be done. There was always something that must be done and done
now. Mrs. Eddy had a remarkable talent for putting first things first; a great
purpose must be carried out, and regarding it she wrote: “The song of
Christian Science is “Work—work—work—watch and pray’ “ ( 0.Q:D).

Records of an experience Mrs. Eddy passed through at this period
indicate how ceaselessly she strove to benefit and bless humanity with her
discovery. Her willingness to give the last full measure of devotion, even if
it took her life, is a monument to the human spirit.

11
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Mrs. Eddy was boarding with Miss Rawson at the time of this
occurrence. George Barry and Mr. Hastings went to call on her. Rapping on
the door they “heard a voice, hardly above a whisper, say, ‘Come in.” On
entering, she arose to meet them, but fell back, lost consciousness, and to
their belief was gathering herself on the other side.”

Barry hastily went after Mrs. Rice, whom Mrs. Eddy had taught the
Christ-healing method. Immediately a change took place. “Mrs. Rice called
loudly, as for someone afar off, and the answer came, faintly at first, and
stronger and stronger, till she was able to sit up and have the Bible and her
manuscripts read to her and so recovered” (Extract from a letter by George
Barry to Bancroft).

DECISION TO WRITE A BOOK

In 1872 the pupils had only her handwritten manuscripts to study from;
and it was while she was deeply concerned about the harassing trivialities,
the intermittent squalls of scandal, and the constant turmoil the rebellious
Kennedy was fomenting, that Mrs. Eddy providentially opened her Bible to
Isaiah 30:8, i N ogw, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book,
that it may be for the time to come forever and ever.”

She recognized it as a command direct from God, and began at once to
make preparation to follow the divine order.

This was February 1872.

More than three and one half years—years of indefatigable labor—would
elapse before the first edition of Science and Health finally rolled from the
press on October 30, 1875.

During those years Mrs. Eddy secluded herself—had only the barest
necessities of life—as she worked onl her book, the “little book™ prophesied
by Jesus to St. John in Revelation 10.

Bancroft, in whose home part of the book was written, has left this
record:

12
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I have known her when nearly crushed with sorrow, but she
wrote on. | have known her when friend after friend deserted her,
but she wrote on. | have seen student after student bring ridicule
and reproach upon her, but still she wrote on.

Doubtless she little dreamed as she worked on that first edition that
nearly four decades and more than 430 editions later would find her still
working to perfect the “system she denominated Christian Science” (viii:27).

BOARDING HOUSES

No regular classes were held between 1872 and 1875. The writing of her
book, which she at first called Science of Life (until learning that was the
title of a book by a natural scientist) was the first demand.

For the project she had embarked upon she needed peace and quiet; but
these seemed to elude her. During the writing she moved from boarding
house to boarding house—finding it necessary to change at least eight times.
She lived awhile with Dorcas Rawson, then moved back to the Clark’s. For
six months with the Bancrofts; six months with the Allens; for shorter
periods at other places. Each place seemed to have its drawbacks—too many
Intrusions, cramped quarters, noise, intolerance of her ideas— one difficulty
or another drove her in search of more tranquillity.

Of this experience she later wrote “At first I hurled Truth into human
consciousness, but this caused me to be cast out of my different abodes in
the early days. | learned this is not the way of presenting Truth. You learn
by the things you suffer.” Slowly the value of Jesus’ injunction bore down
upon her: “Neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet, and turn again and rend you.”

A loyal student of that time wrote:

In 1874 Mrs. Eddy was homeless, living among strangers,
longing for a place to rest; no demonstrator in active practice to
whom she could refer patients... The month of December was a
very depressing one for her....Evidently tired, and worried about

13
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her book [which the publishers had twice rejected], she longed for
a place to rest.

MRS EDDY"®"S HOSPI TALITY

But though the calls for help increased, and other duties called, as she
worked assiduously on her manuscript, Mrs. Eddy never neglected to
encourage her students and invite them to call on her. In a letter to a student
she wrote:

| intended to return your calls before this but my time during
the day is occupied so entirely | cannot leave; then in the evening |
am engaged two nights out of every week...Now you must not
wait for me, for | have no time whatever to afford for the etiquette
of society but have all the friendship, that the world has not, for
my friends....

She invited them to drop in when and as they could. Mrs. Eddy agreed
“there are wit, humor, and enduring vivacity among God’s people.” She had
the reputation of being an excellent storyteller, and enjoyed a good laugh.
This was probably why she sparked the early Christian Science Journals
with a column: “A Little Nonsense Now and Then,” featuring appropriate
jokes. For example:

A lecturer, di scoursing on the subject C
“Wh a't use can a man make of hi s ti

doctor ?” Before he could begin his
someone in the audience cried out: *“
Missionary work in West Vir gi ni a: “1 s your hus
home?"” “No; he*s “coon hunting. He
“coons | ast Sunday.” “Does he fear t
“cause he al ways takes hi s gun wi t
Presbyterians around heskilkedanyor | don*t
not. You can go behind the house and look at the pile of hides to

see if you can find any of their ski
dark.” “Yes, but my husband is going

14
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Under “Too Mu c h vefyc acaunata €lyicago
physician sent in a certificate of death recently, with his name
signed in the space reserved for cause of death.

PUBLISHERS TWICE REJECT FIRST EDITION

Mrs. Eddy assumed she had completed her writing in the fall of 1873, but
two more years were to elapse before the book was printed and issued.

When her first manuscript was offered to a publisher it was rejected with
such caustic criticism that she felt she must revise it. This took many months
of work. Many changes were made. Some statements were more fully
explained, others omitted.

She again offered the book to the publisher in the spring of 1874, It was
again rejected. The publishers said they would not attempt to print
something they couldn’t understand!

According to records left, she was very sad at this second rejection, and
her pupils felt a grave injustice had been done their teacher’s book.

NEW PUBLISHER FOUND

After discussions with the publishers concerning their objections, and
further rewriting, a fund was subscribed by Mrs. Eddy’s students. In July
Mrs. Eddy found a printer, W. F Brown of Boston, who was willing to
undertake the work if Mrs. Eddy would pay all the costs and would
supervise it.

So Mr. Brown began the printing process.

There is a saying, “nothing is more aggravating than the well meaning
person who uses no judgment.” This could apply to Mr. Brown. Totally
unfamiliar with Mrs. Eddy’s terminology and capitalization, which he
couldn’t understand, he decided Mrs. Eddy must have made mistakes and
undertook to correct them, which in some cases fatally altered her meaning.
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THE PROOFREADING NIGHTMARE

After nearly three years of incessant labor Mrs. Eddy now had to become
proofreader to rectify the printing errors, or the precious volume would be
spoiled. She had to go over the 400 pages and right the many blunders the
printer had made either through well-meaning “corrections” or pure
carelessness. The plates were of the old-fashioned type, so she had to count
the letters of every word removed or inserted in making corrections.

A letter written to a friend concerning this proofreading ordeal ended
with:

..tired to death, broken down with persecution, no home to
rest in, invalids all around me, one room only, etc., etc., to work
in; this is my present lot, and you see | have no chance now to help
myself or anybody else. [But, as always, she knew God was only

testing her |l oyalty to Principle.

At a certain point Mr. Brown stopped printing altogether for several
months.

After a time Mrs. Eddy saw this further delay as providential. She
became aware of an imperative divine demand to include the handling of
error’s murderous contradiction of Truth in this very first edition. In
Retrospection and Introspection, p. 37:21, Mrs. Eddy gives an account of
her obedience to Love’s prompting, and its reward.

WHY 431 EDITIONS FOLLOWED

And right here, as we learn of God’s insistence that she expose mental
malpractice, alias animal magnetism, in the very first edition, we get the clue
as to why 431 editions had to follow that first edition.

Through the treacherous conduct of Kennedy and other early students,

Mrs. Eddy saw a way must be found to expose and nullify error’s lethal
contradiction of Truth. A way must be found to lead the students step by step

16
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to see error’s unreality, in order for Truth to become divinely subjective in
reality, and not just in words.

Error would like nothing better than to have everyone think: “Oh, yes, I
am God’s perfect child now!” and so put each one to sleep. In Unity of Good
Mrs. Eddy tells us that evil comes into authority through the following three
misstatements.

A F i: Ml tLord created it.” This is mortal mind saying, “I am God’s
idea,” when actually it is the mortal that is God’s opposite and must be
dropped, laid down, overcome, seen as a misconception.

A S e ¢ @he Hord knows it.” But God “is of purer eyes than to behold
evil,” and knows it not.

A Thi rad afraid of it.” All the while the mortal is saying, “I am
perfect now,” personal sense underlies that assertion—error, personal sense,
takes Truth and subverts its meaning, i.e., applies it to God’s opposite; thus
it is not founded on reality, and therefore results in fear.

So it was that Mrs. Eddy obeyed God’s demand to begin exposing animal
magnetism (personal sense) in this very first edition of Science and Health.
And once again she passed the greatest test of courage: to meet defeat
without losing heart. She always looked for the hidden blessing in a
disappointment, and saw how it was invariably a call to lay down the mortal
viewpoint. This filled her life with constant and unexpected encouragement
because each day she did her best to reach the highest standard of pure and
useful living.

It was about this time that she discovered Science of Life was the title of a
book already in print. She waited several weeks for another title to come

from God. The hallowed suggestion came in the silence of the night, and she
rose and recorded: Science and Health.

GOD THE AUTHOR OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Mrs. Eddy never claimed any personal human authorship of Science and
Health. (See 6 0 4:12; and My. 115:4.) She said, “When you read this book
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you will hear the voice of God speaking to you”—it is Life, Truth, and Love
speaking to you; only God could have written the textbook. Thus was
fulfilled Jesus’ promise and prophecy of the “little book,” the “Comforter,”
when he said, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak” (John 16:13).

Repeatedly Mrs. Eddy emphasized that not one word of Science and
Health was the product of her own thought or invention. She had written
down what she heard, what God dictated. Therefore, the words of Science
and Health, they are Spirit, and they are Life. In the same way, any idea we
practice in the “system” of Christian Science must be seen as not human
thought or invention; it is Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love, or
infinte good itself, in operation.

A MOMENTOUS YEAR

The epochal year of 1875 held unparalleled significance in Mrs. Eddy’s

life. It saw the fulfilling of Jesus’ revelation to St. John concerning the “little
book.”

Another happy event of considerable moment was the purchase of No. 8
Broad Street in Lynn. A mansion? No; but for Mrs. Eddy a mundane wonder
of the much needed kind! It was to give her the peace and seclusion she
needed; and to her Cause it would give a prestige which until then it had not
acquired. It gave a stimulus to her work and to that of the students who were
assisting her in every way they could.

It was purchased in March of 1875. Mrs. Eddy had been thinking for
some months that with financial help from her students she would like to
establish a home for Christian Scientists. When a “For Sale” sign appeared
on the house across the street from her boarding house, she considered it a
providential disposition of events, and No. 8 Broad Street was promptly
purchased. Soon there was a sign over the door: “Christian Scientists’
Home.”
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FIRST EDITION NOT WRITTEN AT NO. 8 BROAD STREET

It is sometimes mistakenly thought that Mrs. Eddy wrote Science and
Health in this new Lynn home at No. 8 Broad Street, in the little attic room
with its skylight. But the fact is the writing of Science and Health had been
completed previously. The third and final drafts of the manuscript were
actually turned over to Mr. Brown on September 5, 1874, seven months
before the purchase of No. 8 Broad Street. Only the completing was
therefore done at the new home, and of course the second and third editions
were written at No. 8 Broad Street.

GREAT ACTIVITY FOLLOWS PUBLICATION

Great activity followed the final completion of the Science and Health
manuscript. The students met with Mrs. Eddy during the week as well as on
Sundays.

The summer of 1875, while Science and Health was being printed, was
the most harmonious period of the twelve years Mrs. Eddy lived in Lynn,
records Bancroft. She seemed continuously happy although she was
constantly and diligently writing, teaching, preaching, and taking cases
students had failed to heal, her physical and mental vigor were clearly
augmented rather than depleted.

When her book appeared late in the fall, it received more favorable
consideration from the press than the students had expected. The good
publicity which Mrs. Eddy’s preaching and healing had generated prepared
the way for her book.

Mrs. Eddy would henceforth have held a highly regarded place in the
community had it not been for the malicious actions of some of her renegade
students.

DR. ASA G. EDDY

In 1876 Asa G. Eddy came into Mrs. Eddy’s life as a student, and on
January 1, 1877, he became her husband and associate in her work.
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He first visited Mrs. Eddy in March, 1876, at the urging of friends.
Quickly healed of heart trouble, he became an earnest student, took her three
weeks’ course on divine metaphysics, and became the first person to
advertise himselfasai Chr i st i a mBefo this @me dtherstudents
had advertised under other titles, such as “S.P. Bancroft, Scientific
Physician. Gives no Medicine,” or simply “Dr. H.S. Crafts (Will say
unhesitatingly, | can cure you, etc.).

Dr. Eddy soon realized that heaven could be experienced here and now,
in proportion to his grasp of reality, since it was all a state of consciousness.
With characteristic honesty and courage, he totally committed himself to
helping Mrs. Eddy in every way possible, including his successful healing
practice. It was a spiritual marriage. They loved each other dearly.

Mrs. Eddy’s deep and abiding affection for Dr. Eddy is voiced in the first
two poems in Miscellaneous Writings, pp. 384-5, written after his death, in
which she voiced her prayer to have him “Stay! till the storms are o’er—the
cold blasts done, the reign of heaven begun, and Love, the evermore ....
Faith, hope, and tears, triune, above the sod find peace in God, and one
eternal noon.”

The marriage was a leading from God, and would help Mrs. Eddy weather
the savage onslaughts destined to surface during the next five years.
Of this marriage Bancroft writes:

Il n al | the years during which | K ne
her activities were dominated by...one idea, the promulgation of
her discovery. She was undoubtedly sincere in thinking that to be
of more importance to the world than all else she had to offer.

I have never known a man or woman so self-sacrificing. Even

i n a mother“s |ife there are times w
self-gratification. There was nothing of this nature apparent in
Mr s . Eddy*s character. Wi th her, | ov

ruling factor. | believe she married, thinking she had found a man
who would be of great help to her not in one, but in many ways, in
this labor of Love and Truth to which her life was dedicated.
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HER LIFE WITH DR. EDDY

Sibyl Wilbur has described the life of Dr. and Mrs. Eddy in the years
1877 to 1882 as one of “tranquil domestic existence.” But biographers who
have had access to the records reveal it as quite the reverse. True, there was
no inharmony between them. Dr. Eddy’s devotion to Mrs. Eddy “was most
ideal,” writes Clara Choate, “he apprehended every wish of hers.” However,
their life together, due to treacherous apostate students, was to be a saga of
woe upon woe: unceasing toil, fatigue, sleepless nights; faithless neophytes,
evilly motivated, bringing grievous lawsuits, and leaving injurious slander in
their wake; one dreary harassment following another, climaxing in a
diabolical plot accusing Dr. Eddy of murder.

The culminating shock to Mrs. Eddy came with the murder of Dr. Eddy
by malicious mental malpractice when a renegade student persistently
suggested mental poison to Dr. Eddy’s thought.

GRI EF AT DR, EDDY®" S PASSI NG

Dr. Eddy died June 2, 1882.

For Mrs. Eddy it was a stunning blow. Humanly speaking, she had lost
her strongest moral support. Dr. Eddy had stood staunchly by her for five
and a half years, devotedly serving her to the utmost of his capacity during
the most critical years of her earth-life. His every concern had been for her
welfare. He had endeared himself to her as a precious, keenly beloved
helpmeet.

His death brought her to the lowest point of her lone earth life.

A student tells in her Reminiscences that Mrs. Eddy laid her head on a
friend’s shoulder and wept. “I feel there is something in your heart that will
understand what is in mine,” she sobbed.

Most of the students had expected their teacher to take Dr. Eddy’s death
without giving way to heart-breaking sorrow. The series of disasters that
immediately preceded Dr. Eddy’s death, together with Mrs. Eddy’s
uncontrollable grief, shook the students, “most of whom were utterly
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dismayed and overwhelmed by the succession of events” that now
threatened to wrench away the light they had become accustomed to follow.

Bitter was the experience as she struggled with the despair into which her
grief had plunged her. “God means that I shall rely on Him alone,” she had
said to Mrs. Manley. (Delia Manley Reminiscenses).

FINDING HER TRUE IDENTITY

Arthur Buswell, to whose family Mrs. Eddy retreated at this sad time,
related to Mrs. Longyear that:

Her great struggle was known to his household, but that she
carried it through alone, though they often watched outside her
door. After a night of agony she would emerge from her struggle
with a radiant face and luminous eyes, and they would hesitate to
speak to her for fear of disturbing the peace that enveloped her
(The Genealogy and Life of Asa Gilbert Eddy).

Doris Grekel, under the caption, “Identity revealed,” writes:

In Barton, Vermont [the home of the Buswell family] the

toiler tirel ess, al | unbeguil ed
poem, Meeting of My Departed Mother and Husband] was gaining
ground in her struggle with the demons of darkness. In her years
of toil for “Truth"s new birth” she
she had none....If her heart had been in her work till now, it was
no longer. Her heart, her yearnings, and her life were in Spirit.
And in this Life of Spirit she saw and clearly understood her own
identity. For many years she had known her mission and devoted
herself to it completely. She had known what she was to do. Now
for the first time she knew who she was. The Woman of the
Apocalypse, the Revelator to this age, the woman Jesus had
revealed to John on the Isle of Patmos was Mary Baker Eddy,—
and she knew it.

Mary Baker Eddy had a mission to fulfill, but the total
severing of earth ties affected her method considerably. For ten
years she had been on the defensive against the attacks of the false
prophet and all the lesser luminaries that he had lured into a life

[ a
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of malicious mental practice. Now she would take the offensive.
For ten years she had worked for Richard Kennedy to heal him of
his sins. Now the sinner must learn from his own suffering. From
now on her work would be for the sole purpose of establishing
Christian Science on the earth. Those who would rally to her
standard would have to be a help-meet for her Cause or fall by
the wayside. (The Discovery, p. 267).

Hugh Studdert-Kennedy in summing up Mrs. Eddy’s experience at this
time considered that in 1866 Mrs. Eddy discovered the Allness of good, and
when she rose from the wrenching blow of Dr. Eddy’s death she discovered
the nothingness of evil.

CAUSEOFDR. EDDY" S DEATH EXPOSED

The following, regarding Dr. Eddy’s death, written by Mrs. Eddy herself,

has been preserved by the Carpenters in their book, Items, p. iii, and is
followed by their tribute to her courage:
Af t er her hus band*"verotedhe dotlowing Mr s . E
fragment : “He saw the effect of ma |

not on himself, that was the point of their silent argument, to
produce just this effect, and that blindness on his part made him
their victim. He had saved others, but was not aware they were
controlling him until he was in their power. Hence my
determination to forewarn and so forearm the world against this
most atrocious crime that none but one who makes more of a
reality of matter than of Spirit, God, can commit.

“ Ou r sis bfaChristian Science is to make Spirit, God, the
great and only reality of action or being, and to reveal the
unreality of matter. Hence the aim of the mesmerists or
malpractitioners to overthrow our system, and introduce their
basis of matter for the basis of Spirit, and to steal our writings
and claim they were extracted from the writings of mesmerists,
when they are diametrically opposed in their origin, basis, and
practice, to mesmerism. For all we have borne in our struggle to
bless the whole human family, there is a blest law of compensation
and a diviner law of Love that maketh the wrath of man to praise
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Him. The loss of our husband was the resurrection morn over the
night of silent crime. It rent the veil of sin, and we saw for the first
time the full remedy for even this directed envenomed barb of sin,
and it fell from the quiver of malice powerless before us. We can
now teach every Christian student the practical power of divine
Scienceover al l me s me rtakesumsergpemts, and id w
they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them.”

It took remarkable courage for Mrs. Eddy to make a public
statement which was so in advance of the times, for which she
would be ridiculed. Yet she lived to have numberless persons
agree with her, that all death is mental murder; in fact, it is
mental suicide.

Why? Because all is infinite Mind manifested. The only thing we ever
see is an image in Mind, but because we falsely think it is matter—flesh,
blood, bones, occupying space and time, and is something separate from
Mind—we consequently, falsely, think it can die.

These false “beliefs which rob Mind, calling it matter, and deify their
own notions, imprison themselves in what they create” (251:30); and this
crucial error, she says, makes man “the most absolutely weak and
inharmonious creature in the universe.”

Failing to see this great truth— that we are not in the body we are aware
of—is mental murder. But as we “rouse the dormant understanding,” the
kingdom of heaven within, all-harmonious immortal Life in and of Spirit is
seen to be the fact.

“The sum total of human misery...has full compensation in the law of
Love” (574:17) which shows us reality, the complete harmony of Life in and
of Spirit where matter is not an objective state independent of the
consciousness that perceives it. This realization lifted Mrs. Eddy to divine
heights where for the first time she saw her true identity: the revelator to this
age, the woman Jesus had prophesied to St. John, the woman of the
Apocalypse.

Her history is a holy one which only the coming centuries will fully
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RETURN TO BOSTON

In the very day Mrs. Eddy returned to Boston, she opened her Bible at
random as was her habit when seeking guidance. Her eyes fell on Isaiah 54:

Sing, 0 barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into
singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for
more are the children of the desolate than the children of the
married wife, saith the Lord. Enlarge the place of thy tent...for
thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left....Fear
not...in righteousness shalt thou be established....No weapon that
Is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall
rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.

In her Bible she noted: “Aug. 6th 1882 returned Boston.”

A NEW ERA OPENS

I am changed,” she wrote a friend. “I see it in the mirror, and my heart
tells me it every hour.” She felt God giving her the strength she needed,
strength such as she had never felt before. She was ready to establish herself
more firmly than ever. She had the promise: “No weapon that is formed
against thee shaft prosper.”

She lost no time re-opening her College, which quickly became a beehive
of activity. She arranged for a series of lectures in Boston and other cities.
The energy and fortitude she displayed were thrilling. They seemed
miraculous, reports a student active at that time. The crisis had been
successfully passed. From then on Mrs. Eddy’s rise in popularity and power
were rapid and steady. The light of Mind was constantly guiding her. Many
would be the cruel weapons formed against her in the coming years, but
none would prosper.
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THE WHITE BRIDGE

In a class Mrs. Eddy described a beautiful white bridge passing over a
morass of slime and mud, with venomous reptiles and wild animals lurking
in wait. Her question was: “Which path would you take—over the white
bridge or under it?”

After the general response had been “over the bridge” she brought home
the point: “You will go over the white bridge after you have been underneath
and demonstrated over it all. The whole of mortal mind must be overcome
first” (Six Days, p. 57).

THE LABOR AND THE COST

The labor | have bestowed upon the Cause of Christian Science, you
cannot reckon,” she told a friend.

The cost to Mrs. Eddy of plumbing the depths of suppositional evil to
find its nothingness is graphically portrayed by Lulu Blackman, a student in
one of Mrs. Eddy’s classes, who relates that she could never forget how Mrs.
Eddy appeared when she turned from the contemplation of all good to the
supposititious claim of evil:

It was a revelation of Truth, but it was also an unconscious
revelation of the price of learning Love which this woman had
paid through vital experience, through the things she had
suffered—because of the exaltation of God in her own
consciousness. The picture of this loved teacher as she shared the
hemlock cup with her half-comprehending students [etched itself
on Mr s. Bl ackman®s memory, and caus
Mrs. Eddy®s wordsalthi n Science and He

Remembering the sweat of agony which fell in holy benediction
on the grass of Gethsemane, shall the humblest or mightiest
disciple murmur when he drinks from the same cup, and think, or
even wish, to escape the exalting o
destroyer? Truth and Love bestow few palms until the
consummation of a life-work.
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Mrs. Eddy was speaking from experience—from the trauma and
challenges that had marked her own career. Yet, so great was her love for
humanity, she was willing, to the very last, to leap into the crucible of
affliction to save the Christian Science Movement. While still at Pleasant
View, Mrs. Eddy confided to Henrietta Chanfrau, “Henrietta, if I ever go
away from here to another house, it will be to be delivered up to my
enemies” (Fragments, p. 204).

STUDENTS®" MATERI ALI SM CAUSED HER D

It was the materialism of her own students and their consequent
disobedience that caused Mrs. Eddy’s death. The proof lies in her request to
Adam Dickey and Calvin Frye to tell the world (at her death) that she had
been “mentally murdered.” She was mentally murdered by the animal
magnetism to which her students had fallen prey. Of Jesus, Mrs. Eddy said
that it was the desertion of his students that made him give up sooner than
those crucified with him. It was Mrs. Eddy’s foresight of her students’
planned disobedience to her Manual requirements that caused her to give up
sooner than she otherwise would have.

Mrs. Eddy had valiantly, successfully, parried the cruel malignant blows
from her worldly enemies, but the traitorous action of her own students must
have caused her to agree with what the aged Voltaire would later voice in
epigrammatic form: “May God defend me from my friends; I can defend
myself from my enemies.” This was not a new thought; it can be found in
varying words at least as far back as Aesop, a slave in the 6th century B.C.

On her last carriage drive with Laura Sargent at her side, Mrs. Eddy at
one point exclaimed:

Oh, if the students had only done what | told them, I should
have lived and carried the cause (Adelaide Still Reminiscences).

This was December 1st, 1910.

A week previous to this, on November 26th, she dictated to Laura
Sargent and signed the following message.
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“O1t took a combination of sinner s

WHAT “HARMED” HER?

Was it the realization that, through the disobedience of her own students,

Jesus’ dire prophecy to St. John (Revelation chapters 13 to 20) would be
fulfilled?

Among other things, she became fully aware of:

(1) Their planned disobedience to the Manual By-Laws and her 13 Deeds
of Trust which terminated all centralized control.

(2) Their plan to “authorize” only what they themselves could control.

(3) Their plan to remove her picture and signature from Science and
Health.

(4) Their plan to effectively rob the world of her writings through legal
means by perpetually imprisoning them via copyright laws.

(5) Their plan to eventually attempt to separate her, the revelator, entirely
from her writings.

These and other far-reaching disobedient actions suddenly all became
known to her and constituted the shock she could not work out of, which
consequently resulted in the mental murder she had foreseen.

“TI ME TELLS ALL STORIES TRUE”

Many have wondered regarding the meaning of her cryptic last
messages. Mrs. Eddy did not explain them; she told her household, “Time
tells all stories true.” She knew the future would put her life authentically
Into perspective, just as it has put the life of Christ Jesus into proper
perspective even though at the time of his mission he was deemed a
criminal, and at the end “was forsaken by all save John...and a few women
who bowed in silent woe beneath the shadow of his cross.” (36:12).

In a similar way, at the end, Mrs. Eddy was forsaken by nearly all who
were in authority on whom she had leaned so heavily to administer the great
burgeoning ecclesiastical and legal activities of the Cause. Those in
authority at the time of her passing had a vested interest in maintaining the
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material organization, which was in direct conflict with obedience to the
Manual that required the termination of all central control.

This was her “crown of thorns,” mocking her bleeding brow—-as it had
the Saviour’s 2000 years before—as she passed on to her diadem of mission
accomplished.

CLASS OF 1898 EXPRESSES DEEP GRATITUDE

In Mrs. Eddy’s last class, 1898, many expressed deep gratitude to her for
her life-work. When she demurred, saying, “It was not necessary to mention
me,” Mrs. Mims reports:

I wish you could have seen that class! One arose with wet eyes
and sai d, ., Mot her |, how coulad we for
up, and it was one of the most heart-rending confessions when he
said, Mother, let me tell you this. Sometimes all the machinations
of evil that are conceivable to the human mind seem to be hurled
at us, and sometimes for days the world seems black. Every
argument that the ingenuity of evil can suggest whispers, trying to
hide your mission; and the light returns only when we see you as
youared ther evel ator of this Truth.

Others spoke on the same line. It was beautiful! She had to be
acknowledged; and yet while they were speaking you have never
seen such humility, such self-effacement. Tears stood in her eyes,
and that strange wonderful look that perhaps no mortal face ever
reflected since Jesus, shone with meekness and unselfed love.

Then she dearichdldren,“ifMgu had not seen it, I
should have had to teach you this. I could not have avoided telling
you that when my students become blinded to me as the one
through whom Truth has come to this age, they miss the path. |
would have had to tell you. ”

The responsibility was hers to make us know that when we do not see her
as she is, we lose the way (Excerpt from Mr s . Mi msO6 Report
Association).
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LIFTING CHRISTIANITY TO SCIENCE

The spiritual status is urging its highest demands on mortals, and material
history is drawing to a close” (No. 45:25). As we stand on the threshold of
the seventh thousand year period since Adam, the time is dawning when the
divine Science—which Mrs. Eddy temporarily channeled through a religious
organization in order to lift Christianity to Science— will gradually be seen
for what it is, namely, Christianity as Jesus practiced it. This is Science.
“All true Science represents a moral and spiritual force, which holds the
earth in its orbit” (Rud. 4:10). In Miscellany she wrote “The continuity of
The Church of Christ, Scientist, is assured....It will embrace all the churches,
one by one, because in it alone is the simplicity of the oneness of God; the
oneness of Christ and the perfecting of man stated scientifically” (p. 342:19).
This will come to pass in God’s own time and way.

Mary Baker Eddy never left the Church. She but began where the church
left off. She had seen the new doctrine of “the love of God encircling the
universe and man, filling all space. This divine Love so permeated [her
own] consciousness that she loved with Christ-like compassion everything
she saw. The divine reflection,” she says, “brought into expression the
beauty of holiness [her unselfed love], the perfection of being, which healed

and saved and regenerated everyone who turned to her for help” (DCC p.
224).

In a conversation with artist Gilman she confided that:

Last night she had come to revelations that had exceeded
anything she had had before, in which she saw plainly that all
things were put under her feet and the love of God was so
mani fest It exceeded anything
dissolved in it; all sense of evil, all antagonism; nothing was left

but the sea of G o d ‘(RecolleconseofaMary r a b | e

Baker Eddy). [Mrs. Eddy understood completely that there is no
suppositional opposite to the allness of the seven synonymous
terms for God: There is no mortal mind, no animal magnetism, no
intelligent matter; no dualism, no mingling of Spirit and matter,
no flesh; no sin, no physical sense testimony, no mortal body with
sensation; no fragmentation, no material organization, no
material theories; no mortal life or death; no error, no anti-
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Christ; no fear, hate, or penalty. All things are dissolved in divine
Love, the only reality.]

She therefore knew, as she writes in her Message, 1902, “When the
churches and I round the gospel of grace, in the circle of love, we shall meet
again, never to part” (p. 2:27).

Why?

Because “the baptism of Spirit, or final immersion of human
consciousness in the infinite ocean of Love, is the last scene in corporeal
sense. This omnipotent act drops the curtain on material man and mortality.”
To accomplish this end, Mrs. Eddy was willing to endure, even “enjoy the
touch of weakness, pain, and all suffering of the flesh, because it [compelled
her] to seek the remedy for it, and to find happiness apart from the personal
senses” (Mis. 205:13 and 200:22).

To begin to see how she accomplished this, we now turn to the value of
the early editions.
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CHAPTER Il
THE VALUE
OF THE
EARLY
EDITIONS

MRS . EDDY"S ASSESSMENT OF EARLY ED

The notion has been spread abroad that the early editions of Science and
Health should not be read. This is contrary to all Mrs. Eddy has said
regarding them. The fact is she felt strongly about the value of the early
editions.

How does she assess them, particularly the first edition?

The great value of the early editions is convincingly and unmistakably set
forth by her in the first article of The Christian Science Journal for the
months of March and April of 1991, heralding the 50th edition.

This unsigned article—containing highest praise for the early editions—
was obviously largely written by Mrs. Eddy, although submitted for
publication by the then Pastor, Lanson P. Norcross. No one but Mrs. Eddy
could at her time have written what is contained in that seven-page article.
The fledgling Norcross could not have composed it without her help.

Having an article submitted for publication by a student was a practice
Mrs. Eddy sometimes resorted to when she wished to have a point made and
yet avoid the inevitable backlash her personal involvement would generate.
She was writing what God dictated, but to the human mind her praise of this
writing might seem immodest. The Foreword to Miscellany, which appeared
first in the May, 1906 Christian Science Journal under the name of Lewis
Strang, is another example of this method of saying (under the name of a
loyal student) what needed to be said in an age that lay in wait to
misconstrue and revile her every pronouncement.
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We can also deduce the reason for such a method from a letter to Judge
Septimus J. Hanna who wished to announce to the world that the advent of
Mary Baker Eddy represented the Second Coming of the Christ. Mrs. Eddy
loved him for his spiritual perception; but experience had taught her that it
would stir up much controversy and stoke the fires of resentment and hatred.
She therefore wrote him from Pleasant View, Concord, on June 18, 1898:

My Beloved Student:

The time has not yet come in which to say the wonderful things
you have written in [galley] proof read by me today, unless you
qualify it.

Now you may hold your ground as therein, but do not say
blandly that | represent the second appearing of Christ. That
assertion will array mortal mind against us, and M.A.M,
[malicious animal magnetism] has been putting it into your mind
to say it, and the infinite Love has inspired you to say it.

Now be wiser than a serpent. Throw out your truths not as
affirmations or protestations, but as suggestions. Then you catch
your fish, and make the wrath of man praise Him.

With deep love, Mother

EXCERPT: MARCH AND APRIL JOURNALS

So because she knew what mortal mind did not, namely, that God had
dictated everything, it no doubt seemed wise to have a loyal student submit
the following 1891 March and April Journal article which contains her
vigorous defense of the value of the early editions and her high praise not
only of the new 50th edition, but of all her editions (italics are in the
original):
A practical suggestion or two regarding study of the new
edition: In the first place, do not attempt to dispose of the earlier
editions. Some ar e asking, “Can we be per
Probably not; but you do not want to do so, even if you can.
Fortunate is he who has all former revisions, together with the
original edition of 1875! Flhey are
successive stages of growth in Christian Science; and as such at
some future day will not only possess historic value, but will be
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exceedingly difficult to procure. Keep them all; they will prove a
Atreasur’e Agaivre: Let t he new Vvol umi
connection with earlier editions. The very contrasts help to see how

the thoughts have risen only as we [the Field] have been able to

receive them. This, again, will reveal why the new edition could

now be written for us. It is simply because the advancing thought,

or demonstration, of Christian students has ascended to that

plane which makes it both possible and practicable for us to have

the new Work.

WIDEST POSSIBLE DISTRIBUTION SOUGHT

Of such importance to the Christian Science Field did Mrs. Eddy regard
this 1891 article that she had it published three times in the Journal—March
and April issues. The April issue was printed twice. This was
unprecedented! In addition to the unlimited sanction she gave this article
praising the early editions, the 1891 June Journal (p. 123) carried a little
history and report of the individual work undertaken at Mrs. Eddy’s request
to give this article the widest possible distribution, and urged the article’s
continued dissemination.

THE PRECIOUS VOLUME

In Retrospection and Introspection, written sixteen years after Mrs. Eddy
published the first edition, she has a chapter entitled The Precious Volume in
which she gives us her own lofty estimate of this first edition. At this time it
had been succeeded by many new editions which included four complete
revisions.

That Mrs. Eddy’s high evaluation of the first edition—the first appearing
of the “little book™ prophesied by Jesus to St. John (Rev. 10:2)—never
changed, is proven by the fact that after sixteen years she still referred to it
as “the precious volume” and left this estimate intact in Retrospection and
Introspection for all time.
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Furthermore, she begins “The Precious Volume” chapter as follows:

The first edition of my most important work, Science and
Health, containing the complete statement of Christian
Science...was published in 1875.

Here we again see that after these many years of teaching, healing, and
writing Mrs. Eddy still maintained that her first edition contained “the
complete statement of Christian Science,” and she called it “the precious
volume.”

She could say the first edition contained the complete statement of
Christian Science because, as we have seen, in 1866, nine years before it
was published, she had “discovered the Christ Science or divine laws of
Life, Truth, and Love.” This means that Mrs. Eddy’s initial subjective vision
In 1866 was just as high as her finished objective revelation in 1910.

This would be true because in the first edition (p. 77:13) she revealed our
present perfection as a state of “Love, Life, and Truth,” which we shall find
ourselves to be when we understand them. She also stated, “When realizing
Life as it is, namely, Soul, not sense or the personal man, we shall expand
into Truth and self-completeness that embrace all things, and need
communion with nothing more than itself, to find them all” (p. 223:15).

As an aid to this realization, Mrs. Eddy on September 24, 1903 wrote the
following:

“When yon ahe @bousetop don*“t
anything out of the house.” I
(body) and it will not do for me to go down into the house
(argument); | gain more by holding to God; if you are in the
house you will have to heal others (argue) and so get out of the
house; one who has suffered sickness or discord, | have always
found more tractable in Science than one who has always been
well. Do we have to be sick to work out? Not if you can get out
without; health in matter must be given up for health in God. If
one is a tenant and is satisfied he will remain there; the owner
may want him out of the tenement and so takes out the windows,
boards up the doors and makes it so uncomfortable for him he
finally gets out. God is the owner; if one is comfortable in the
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material tenement, he must be made uncomfortable in it to get
out; but if he gets out without being made uncomfortable (sick,
etc.) all right. I have never seen one who did. The Bible
continually speaks of tribulation. If you are well, heal the sick and
so get out of the material tenement (matter), and learn health in
God; do not court sickness but get out of material belief. I have
come so far through tribulation.

“Do not think you are outhinkhecause
you are out when you are not. A pupil may work out an example
on the blackboard wrong, and think he is right; the teacher is out
of it and sees the mistake; then the pupil must be made to see it in
order to get out. Spirit is the way; it will take you out.

STARTLING STATEMENTS

The revolutionary statements of divine subjectivity found in Science of
Man and in her early editions of Science and Health, while startling to the
reader, were natural expressions of Mrs. Eddy’s understanding and they
remain as proofs thereof, and as evidence of what is to be attained by us.
They represent not something she was reaching for, but the Science—*the
atmosphere of God”—she had found and had accepted as Truth.

However, the students were not on her plane of consciousness. She
therefore realized that a different method was needed by her followers in
order for them to attain the demonstration of divine subjectivity which, at the
time of her great discovery, had become native to her consciousness, causing
her thought to move naturally in God’s grooves of Science. For the students,
further systemization was necessary, although we also know that the impact
made on the human mind by the mere reading of the first edition healed
countless cases of disease and discord.

But, in general, Mrs. Eddy learned how quickly the carnal mind would
appropriate her high, totally spiritual statements; and in the first edition, p.
156:1, she says: “The shocking audacity that calls itself God, and yet
demonstrates only erring mortality, surprises us!” She saw that the precious
glistering spiritual gems that studded the pages of this first edition, when
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misinterpreted and misappropriated by the human mind, could prevent
spiritual growth unless more fully explained.

EARLY EDI TI ONS AND “PRECEDENT?”

The almost universal impression that it is “wrong” to read the first edition
brings to mind Jesus’ parable of the sower:

“The sower soweth the word ..but..Satan cometh immediately, and
taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts” (Mark 4:14, 15).

The mistaken conception that the early editions should not be read—so
widely fostered and encouraged in total disregard of what Mrs. Eddy herself
has said—may be partially due to a misinterpretation, a complete
misunderstanding, of her use of the word “precedent” on page 237:5 of
Miscellany where she states: “What I wrote on Christian Science some
twenty-five years ago | do not consider a precedent for a present student of
this Science.”

It must be remembered that Mrs. Eddy herself did not publish
Miscellany. It was published posthumously on instructions left by her. When
it came out in 1913 it contained items not selected by her for inclusion. Thus
an item such as the above, taken out of context, could have a devastating
effect on the entire Christian Science Movement. This item could have
referred to an isolated incident; it could have referred to the teaching
concerning animal magnetism, which she continually revised as the students
grew in understanding. It could have referred to many things, as it originally
appeared in the August, 1908, Journal, since the Journal was her medium
for working with the students to raise their level of understanding. In any
case, the 1908 statement would have no bearing on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
editions of Science and Health since they were written prior to 1883.

But, assuming it was intended to be included in Miscellany, the
pronouncement ends with: “Hence, it were wise to accept only my teaching
that | know to be correct and adaptedtothep r e s e nt THeempatantd . 0
words here are: the present demand. And in any case, the statement merely
warns against making a precedent of early writings, namely, putting them
ahead of, or thinking of them as superior to, her last edition, in meeting “the
present need.” “ The present need,” the present demand, is always the
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upward way of losing personal sense in the spiritual understanding of the
divine Principle of Science—a need, a demand, filled by the 431 editions
that followed the first.

The early -editions—especially the first—were written from an
exceedingly high standpoint—the scientific standpoint of absolute Truth
revealed to Mrs. Eddy at the moment of her great revelation, discovery, and
healing; they describe the outlook from the mountain top and convey “the
atmosphere of God” (No. 9:26). Unfamiliar to humanity, this approach
accorded with the new consciousness of Mary Baker Eddy.

The system “she denominated Christian Science,” and which she brought
to perfection through the editions that followed the first, is “adapted to” and
provides for this “present need” of preparing consciousness for, and lifting it
to, that same standpoint of divine subjectivity from which the first edition
was written.

A dictionary meaning of “precedent” is: “priority of rank.” What she
wrote around 1883 was not to be given priority of rank. This was the limit of
Mrs. Eddy’s warning, because at the same time, in 1908, that she made this
statement about “precedent,” she added the six footnotes in Miscellaneous
Writings, which refer readers to her early editions.

For instance, on page 309 of Miscellaneous Writings she placed a
footnote asking that we “see the revised [Science and Health] edition of
1890.” The alternate reference to the later editions is not hers. It was added
by ecclesiastical authorities after she left us in person and it vitiates and
voids her reference. Mrs. Eddy wanted what was written “on page 229, third
and fourth paragraphs” of her 1890 (48th) edition to become a permanent
part of this article in Miscellaneous Writings.

Mrs. Eddy could herself have used the alternate reference since she added
all these references as footnotes in Miscellaneous Writings in 1908; and this
alternate reference was at that time in all the late editions, but she desired the
reader to be familiar with particular and very important facts in these
paragraphs which had gone unchanged through all editions from the 16th to
the 50th.
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In No and Yes, published in 1891, Mrs. Eddy writes approvingly of her
second edition—which like the first, again takes the divinely subjective
position. She pointed out if that book [the 2nd edition] was put into the
hands of patients it would heal them. (See p. 3:12-15.)

PROSE WORKS CONCURRENT WITH EARLY EDITIONS

Articles in Miscellaneous Writings as well as some of the other booklets
which comprise Prose Workd all of which we value so highly today, were
written at the time of the early editions. Can we logically maintain that her
evolving Word, the Christ vision—that was pouring itself out in the many
revisions of the textbook—is less illumined than her smaller writings
published at the same time?

These facts and the above-mentioned references, together with all Mrs.
Eddy has written in praise of the early editions, prove conclusively that it
was her great hope that all editions of Science and Health would always be
available to earnest students of Christian Science. All that she wrote will
stand and be more deeply treasured and revered with every passing century
as humanity more fully realizes that her writings constitute the Second
Coming of Christ.

The “present demand” was for a metaphysical system by which the
student could learn the Science of being; hence Mrs. Eddy reduced “divine
metaphysics to a system, to a form comprehensible by and adapted to the
thought of the age in which we live.” The “present demand” was for a
system that would enable the learner to demonstrate the divine Principle, and
lead him to the divine goal—to the divinely subjective standpoint prevailing
in the first edition.

DEFINITION OF SCIENCE

Earlier under the subtitle “Reduction to System,” Mrs. Eddy’s definition
of Science was quoted, along with her statement “I employ this awe-filled
word [Science]inb ot h a human an d brief review,nhe
first edition breathes the atmosphere of God: “Science divinely defined.” But
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from the great 50th edition on, there emerges a definite system of ideas
“adapted to the thought of the age in which we live.” For this present age,
Mrs. Eddy availed herself of Science humanly construed, where “knowledge
[is] duly arranged and referred to general truths and principles on which it is
founded,andf r om whi ch it 1is derived. O

As we work with this Science “humanly construed,” namely, with the
metaphysical system Mrs. Eddy, over the years, ingeniously wove into the
text of Science and Health, thought is lifted into “Science divinely
defined”—into the atmosphere of God, the standpoint of the first edition.

This is true because the system elaborates on the nature of God.
Therefore as we devote thought to the understanding of the system we are
enlarging our concept of God and are thus replacing error, personal sense,
with divine concepts. Instead of thinking of persons we are elaborating on
the nature of divine Principle.

As we more clearly understand the nature of Principle it has the effect of
emptying the old bottle and making it ready for the “new wine.” This study
Is not done with the human intellect. The illusion that human intellect can
achieve Science is an obstacle to achieving the goal of divine subjectivity
which Mrs. Eddy’s writings set forth, since the whole destiny of the Scientist
is the achievement of the four-square character symbolized by the city
foursquare.

This foursquare character has much to do with Soul. In the first edition
Soul is given a predominant position. Soul, which is characterized by
spiritual understanding, transcends definition; it is higher than any merely
mental action. Man expressing Soul is enabled to speak the truth to his
neighbor and to deal squarely with him in all relationships. Soul, expressing
itself as man, stirs, animates, inspires, refines and uplifts him. This
expression of Soul as man manifests itself in a current of love flowing out to
the world. The expression of Soul as man causes him to not only see the
ideal but to live it as well. This is the divine Mind demonstrating itself.

But thinking it is a human mind that understands Science aborts the
completion of Mrs. Eddy’s founding mission. The consummation of her
founding mission is the city foursquare which symbolizes the divine
character demanded of us as Christian Scientists. The evangelization of the
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human self cannot be evaded. This evangelization ultimates in our working
together as one— the one which will be seen as the Son of God. Only as we
learn to work together as one do we have the God-character, since God,
infinite good, expresses itself as one infinite body or reflection. Could one
infinite God have more than one infinite reflection?

Looking from the Science point of view we see only that which is
proceeding from divine Principle. What flows from Principle is the true idea,
the true child of God. We can say the ocean is one with each inlet, with each
wave, with each drop of water in the ocean. The ocean gives of itself to the
inlet, just as the sun gives of itself to the ray of light. God, Principle, gives of
itself to each expression of itself. The first edition standpoint, as we shall see
when we take up its chapters | and 11, is that we are Principle, we are Spirit,
Soul, and this Spirit, Soul, Principle expresses itself in one infinite
reflection.

THE TEACHER FOR THE AGES

Looking to the future, and being convinced that the textbook must
eventually supersede all personal teaching and become the teacher for the
ages, Mrs. Eddy gave much thought to a different modus operandi that
would make the textbook the only teacher ever needed by the learner.

As Mrs. Eddy in 1889 sought solitude, where “in silence and a | 0 rshe
could “contemplate the infinite peaks, and wait on God,” she says “the light
and might of the divine concurrence of the spirit and the Word appeared”
(My. 246:20). She saw—because the absolute letter and the spirit were
indivisibly one— it could be taught. She saw why and how it could be
taught. Concerning the words written in Science and Health she saw that
THEY are Truth, and THEY are Life. As we learn the character of God,
through studying the seven synonyms for God (infinite good) and their
qualities and attributes, we become like them—-our thought becomes God-
like, since we are culturing that necessary “spiritual sense [which] is a
conscious, constant capacity to understand God.”

In this way the Word becomes flesh. Not only once in the history of
humanity was the Word made flesh, but every day and every hour it is
occurring. As we choose to abide in the living Word, the Word is being
made flesh—sick bodies are made whole: “consciousness constructs a better
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body” (425:23) through abiding in the living Word, in the seven synonyms
for God.

This right abiding brings revelation to the rescue of mortals. Having both
the letter of Science and the spirit of Christianity removes the mental
millstone that is dragging man downward; this right abiding must refute
erring reason with the spiritual Science of Soul. And:

Sooner or later the whole human race will learn that, in
proportion as the spotless selfhood of God is understood, human
nature will be renovated, and man will receive a higher selfhood,
derived from God, and the redemption of mortals from sin,
sickness, and death be established on everlasting foundations.
(Un. 6:4).

Human nature is renovated accordingly as those qualities which indicate
the divinity of humanity are cultivated and cultured. It is the divine Mind, as
the only Mind, that causes the human to desire to know Truth, that causes
him to be “a willing disciple,” turning constantly to God and away from the
mortal illusion; that causes him to seek, study, and strive to “regain his
native spiritual stature” (Pan. 11: 17) through the spiritual understanding of
“the spotless selthood of God.” He regains his native spiritual stature as he
exercises those divine qualities of gratitude for the spiritual, trusting Spirit,
turning away from matter, focusing on and worshiping Spirit; exercising
self-abnegation, perservering in the endeavor and determination to identify
everything correctly in the journey from sense to Soul; man’s divinity is
indicated through honesty and obedience to Principle; through love for the
spiritual, and the consecration which alone enables the human to lay down
the mortal and gain spiritual Life; through adhering to Truth, using it; and
lastly through the accepting of our perfection, by the culturing of those
qualities and attributes of Love shown forth in a loving attitude, letting go of
fear, cultivating a compassionate, forgiving, long-suffering nature, being
impartial, and universal.

The divinity of humanity is shown in such qualities and attributes as
these, and the ability to filter out everything but love for God, man, and
every living thing. Man is the only creature that can change himself, a dog,
for example is locked into a pattern, as are other animals.
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PONDERING THE REFERENCES

As before stated, we begin to study “the system she denominated
Christian Science” (viii:27) by pondering each reference to each of the seven
synonymous terms. That is the first step. We study with the awareness that
A L o e generic term for God. Love formed [the] trinity, Truth, Life,
and Love, the trinity no man can sunder” (My. 185:14). The “divine
metaphysics [that she] reduced to a system, to a form comprehensible by and
adapted to the thought of the age in which we live” (146:31) refers to this
Love that is the generic term for God, that is above and beyond all mortal
conceptions of Love.

In the human, this Love can only be seen and understood as it is
expressed in love for our fellowman. The “system she denominated
Christian Science” must lead us to an ever higher sense of love and good
will to all whom our thought rests upon, to all with whom we have dealings,
and to all mankind. If our study of the “system” does not lead us toward, and
through, the flood-gates of Love it does not reflect the spirit of the system
Mrs. Eddy embodied in the textbook; it does not reflect the heaven of love
within our hearts. The system Mrs. Eddy wove into the text must reflect “the
vital part, the heart and soul of Christian Science [which] is Love. Without
this,” she says, “the letter is but the dead body of Science” (113:5).

Is it not, therefore, completely natural that -cultivation of an
understanding of this scientific system would generate the concurrence of
the spirit and the letter?

If this result does not follow, our seeking is done with a wrong motive.
Phillips Brooks concluded knowingly:

Someday. . .you" Il | be wrestling

trembling under the great sorrow, of your life. But the real
struggle is here, now, in these quiet weeks [and years]. Now it is
being decided whether, in the day of your supreme sorrow or
temptation, you shall miserably fail or gloriously conquer.
Character cannot be made except by a steady, long continued
process.

True happiness and the “joy no man taketh from you” comes to those
who have sought and found how to serve.
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THE 50TH EDITION

The new revision, the 50th, begun late in 1888, did not yet present the
succession of chapters in the order arrived at in 1902, with the 226th edition,
but it did take the same truths set forth in the earlier editions and, within
each chapter, rearranged them in their divine order. Students who have made
a meticulous study of her seven synonymous terms for God and understand
which ideas specifically characterize each synonym are able to recognize the
monumental accomplishment of this 50th edition.

The chapter Prayer, for example, was rearranged so it unfolded in
accordance with our present definition of God on page 465:10: namely, first
a section showing God’s nature as Mind; then a section showing God’s
nature as Spirit, followed by sections showing God’s nature as Soul, as
Principle, as Life, as Truth, and as Love. This fundamental divinely spiritual
order was incorporated into every chapter, with the result that each step or
stage grows in a divinely logical way out of the preceding one and prepares
thought for the next step or stage.

In this way the great statements of truth made in the first and other early
editions became “scientific” truths because they were now brought into
definite relationships with one another. In other words, they were integrated
into a coherent system. This divine order unfolded the spirit of Truth, so that
the birth of truth can take place in each individual consciousness.

In this 50th edition, therefore, Mrs. Eddy, for the first time wrote:

Divine Metaphysics is now reduced to a system, in a form
comprehensible by and adapted to the thought of the age in which
we live. This system enables the learner to demonstrate anew the

divine Principle upon which Jesus

sacred rules for its present application to the cure of disease. (50th
edition, p. 40:14).

Note especially: “present application” in the above reference. The
system, she says, fills the present need.

Speaking of this new arrangement, Mrs. Eddy says it “makes the subject-
matter clearer than any previous edition, and it is therefore better adapted to
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spiritualize thought and elucidate scientific healing and teaching” (Ret.
82:29)—in other words, to bring thought into accord with the divine
subjectivity which is the standpoint of the first edition.

The 1891 March and April Journal article announcing the 50th edition,
explains:

The new volume is pre-eminently a book of the Spirit. This is
not to intimate a lack of the letter; but to claim that the
conscientious student of the n
remain in the letter merely. He will be taken out of that into the
unfolding glories of Truth.”

As we gain an understanding of the spiritual order which governs the
relationship of these divine truths, the absolute letter, the inspired letter,
begins to generate the spirit. The 50th edition brought tremendous
clarification for the edification of the student, thus filling the “present need.”

CHAPTERS RE-ORDERED

Mrs. Eddy was continually listening for Principle’s greater refinement of
the order and system in the textbook, since with her cessation of teaching,
the textbook became the basic teacher, and in 1902, in the 226th edition, she
rearranged the sixteen chapters in the textbook putting them into the order
we have today, so that the textbook begins with the four Word chapters,
followed by the four Christ chapters, then the four Christianity chapters, and
finally the four Science chapters. This was another indispensable step in
completing the “system.” (Her final crowning revision was published in
September, 1907, in consequence of which she no longer copyrighted
Science and Health.)

SYSTEM REACHES CULMINATION IN 1910

However, the last great major revision had been accomplished in 1902
with the 226th edition, after which the system in her textbook unfolded until
it reached its perfection—its culmination 1910. In the landmark 50th edition
she predicted:
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Many years ago the author made a higher discovery. The
evidence in Science has accumulated, to prove that the divine
Mind governs man, in health, harmony, and immortality.
Gradually this testimony will gather momentum and clearness,
until it reaches its culmination of Scientific statement and proof.
(50th ed. 379:17).

382 EDITIONS FOLLOW 50™

In the 382 editions, which followed the famous 50th, published in
January, 1891, Mrs. Eddy rapidly completed “the system she denominated
Christian Science.” Thus, “gradually” over the two decades remaining to
her, “this testimony [did] gather momentum and clearness until it reached its
culmination of scientific statement and proof” in 1910. Her divinely
scientific system, brought to light by Mr. Doorly, circa 1937, has today been
unfolding in all its scientific in a most amazing, awe-inspiring way.

MRS. EDDY AT PEACE

In the final edition Mrs. Eddy is at peace and rest. Her reading of the
textbook throughout consecutively, which she completed on June 10, 1907,
gave her a wonderful insight. She saw she had fulfilled all scriptural
prophecy concerning her mission. She then (in the 5th edition of 1908) was
able to put her statement about the “inspired Word” into its present form
after six years of continually changing it, and she confidently wrote:

The divine Spirit...has spoken through the inspired Word, and
will speak through it in every age and clime. (46:7).

Thus she started the “inspired Word” in the present and from thence
forward, instead of in the ages past as her former statements could be
interpreted to mean. She clearly presents her writings as the “inspired
Word.”

Simultaneous with this change concerning Science and Health as the
inspired Word, she placed her paean of praise and gratitude on the flyleaf of
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the textbook: “Oh! Thou hast heard my prayer; And I am blest! This is Thy
high behest:—Thou here,ande ver ywher e. 0

What did that reading, throughout consecutively, of the textbook in June,
1907, reveal to her?

It revealed the final answer to her Question: “What is God?” When the
next edition of Science and Health came out in September, 1907, it
contained seven synonyms for God. The eighth synonym, Being, was then
shown as “God, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent Being” (465:18).
And the seven synonymous terms for God: Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle,
Life, Truth, and Love, explain what this one omnipotent, omniscient, and
omnipresent Being” is.

She realized that once we have seen the Truth—once we have seen its
constituents and how they operate, once we have seen this omnipresence of
present perfection as self-existent and self expressed—then, it can be learned
by all, as any science is learned.

Once she realized how completely she had reduced the truth of being to a
perfect system—operating as a calculus of infinity in Spirit and Truth,
through the wedding of the seven synonyms for God and the four
operational mediums of Word, Christ, Christianity, Science, within the
perfect matrix of immortality, on the four levels of spiritual consciousness—
she saw her prayer was answered, and that it was only a matter of time until
all would learn it as all have learned arithmetic, because their divine
Principle has been reduced to a system that can be taught piecemeal, and so
assimilated piece by piece until the whole is understood.

Once Mrs. Eddy saw that—once she saw how perfectly the textbook
presented the system—she no longer felt the need to push it, but presented
modestly the facts, step by step, the “footsteps of Truth.” Then the “higher
discovery,” which she spoke of in the 50th edition, becomes the discovery
the reader makes as he studies the textbook, becoming his own self-shepherd
and “a law to [himself]” (442:30).

Thus was God’s great Scientist at peace and rest as she realized she had
accomplished her mission to complete the work of Christ Jesus on earth.

47



The Mary Baker Eddy Science Institute Presents

WE ARE GOD-CROWNED GENERIC MAN

Mrs. Eddy’s colossal revelation teaches mortals how the human mind can
become one with the divine Mind. Actually we are always one with infinite
good. We are the God-crowned generic man since “the woman in the
Apocalypse symbolizes generic man, the spiritual idea” (561:22). The
spiritual idea is Mind in expression, and Mind can never be separated from
its expression.

The God-crowned woman (Rev. 12:1, 2) brings forth the “man child.”
She is a symbol for generic man or the matrix of immortality, the spiritual
idea of God, giving ceaseless birth to his own identity as the calculus of
God’s ideas. If we know the Principle or cause we have a foundation for all
results even to infinity. This is the meaning of “the seed within itself” which
grows from the roots of the Word.

DI'D GOD"S GREAT SCIENTI ST UNDERST

It is sometimes asked, “Did she know what she was doing? Did she
understand the system?” Considering all the facts, and her statement that
Science is the Mind of God (‘01. 22:4); and also that ‘“Science” and
“scientific” are used nearly 800 times in the first edition, such questions
seem presumptuous.

62 PRINTINGS BY 1891

Returning to the first edition, its popularity and that of subsequent editions
Is attested to in that it had reached 62 editions by September 1891 (see Ret.
37:9)—another indication that Mrs. Eddy herself never discouraged the
reading of her early editions.

Was it the misunderstanding of the word “precedent” and the

misinterpretation of the phrase, “adapted to the PRESENT demand” that
caused officialdom to issue a call for the early editions to be turned in?
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FIRST EDITION STILL HEALING

In spite of the relentless campaign conducted, particularly against the
reading of the first edition, it continues to be a best seller (Available from
Rare Book Company, P.O. Box 6957, Freehold, N. J.) among Christian

Science literature, with many healings reported in the wake of its study.

Just this week the author received from a friend the following testimony:

My youngest niece became very ill and my sister called me for
help. The claim was one of malignancy.

Because of the nature of this illness I thought it wise to ask a
more experienced practitioner for help. But she told me that she
was working out the same problem, and suggested | call the
practitioner that was helping her, who happened to also be a
friend of mine. | called this second practitioner and told her I was
reading the first edition of Science and Health.

She said, “Finel Keep on studying
wi t

thoughts about it a s y Ou g o along. "’
permission, she took up the work for my niece; and | supported
this work completely, letting both of my practitioner friends know
the heating truth | was daily gaining from my study of the first
edition, and passing along to my sister the thoughts the
practitioner and | had agreed on completely.

So,

My sister c o ul d n-tidtancemaalls eto theh e

practitioner because of lack of funds. She could only call me.
Wi thin about two week®s ti mmst,
edition of Science and Health, a healing of this fatal illness, so-
called, was realized by both my niece and my precious friend.

So, the first edition has come to be, to me, a very precious
book, indeed. The reading of this edition was not popular in my
family, but then they were not learning what | was in reading it,
either.

The practitioner whose life was saved had been in the practice
of Christian Science for over fifty years, and is a devoted student
of Mrs. Eddy"s.
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Several years ago a friend testified that while she was confined in a ward
reserved for terminal cancer cases, she reached out to Christian Science. The
practitioner who then came to help her gave her a first edition of Science and
Health to read. The practitioner herself worked only with statements in the
first edition. My friend was completely healed. Two other terminally ill
patients in the same ward, seeing her wonderful healing, asked the same
practitioner to take their cases, and they also experienced perfect healings of
their so-called cancer claims.

NO LOSS INCURRED THROUGH REVISIONS

Almost everything in the first edition is also in the last. This must be the
case since in the last edition she states she has revised Science and Health
only to give a clearer and fuller expression to its original meaning (361:21);
also that, in the revising of the first edition, “not a single vibration of its
melodious strings has been lost” (EOF p. vii; revised, 155).

We know today the first edition contained the elemental completeness,
which William D. McCrackan—proofreader for the final edition—was
referring to in Mary Baker Eddy and Her Book. He states:

Subsequent editions of Science and Health never changed the
teaching of the first edition, but they did seek to adjust its radical
statements to human comprehension; they used more of the
wisdom of the serpent, understood as an adroit idea, and less of
the challenge of the | ion"s roar.

Because of his close association with Mrs. Eddy in his proofreading
capacity in 1909 and 1910, his statement carries weight and confirms what
Mrs. Eddy herself has said in our present edition.

DI SCOVERER"S FOOTSTEPS SACRED

The great statements made in the first edition were already scientific, but
through the 431 editions that followed, God’s divinely natural order came
down to earth; and the system—the scientific statement and proof—was
brought to its culmination.
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While the fathomless, vast, and timeless profundity of her final edition
contains all the essentials, the footsteps Mrs. Eddy had to take to lead human
thought forward so it could reach the divine goal—namely, spiritual
understanding of the revealed Word in its complete Science and system—are
found only in the prior editions.

We have vital evidence that Mrs. Eddy regarded with sacred tenderness
these footsteps in reaching the scientific perfection of the final edition. She
left a large estate in her Last Will and Testament for “the purpose of more
effectually promoting and extending the religion of Christian Science as
taught by me.” “Ast a u g ht waulgd meaneald her editions of Science
and Health, and Science of Man, as well as her other writings. Shouldn’t
each Reading Room contain a complete set of all she has published?
Shouldn’t a continuous supply of these treasured, priceless, early editions be
available for purchase by any student desiring them?

As Mrs. Orgain points out, Mrs. Eddy was fully aware that:

Until the footsteps of the past are seen to fit consistently and
sacredly into the present as parts of a finished whole, the present
will neve r rest upon a divine Dbasis. Th
which is past.”’

WHY THE MANY REVISIONS?

Mrs. Eddy’s thought constantly expanded to define her revelation ever
more clearly to meet the need of her students in gaining understanding. We
have already seen that in the first edition she plainly stated the great truths of
the revelation flooding her consciousness.

Our business is to rid ourselves of the entrenched belief that there is a
personal mind that can grasp Science. The same Mind that wrote the
textbook is also the Mind of the student who reads the textbook, but he has
not yet attained this realization. The many revisions were made for the
purpose of clearing away the obstacles, and causing error and discord to lose
its reality in human consciousness, and for the purpose of lifting the human
consciousness into Truth. This lifting of consciousness all tended toward the
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falling away of material, carnal concepts and the development and
realization of the divine character.

STRENGTHENI NG OUR “CI TADEL?"

Mrs. Eddy realized the sound way for humanity to gain divine
subjectivity was via the system she incorporated in the textbook, which
teaches us what God, our true being, is. All we ever need is to strengthen our
citadel by learning “the system she denominated Christian Science.” In other
words, “Know thyself!” —i.e., we must know what we are as Mind, Spirit,
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love. We must strengthen our understanding.
This is in harmony with the method given in Pulpit and Press:

Imagine yourself in a poorly barricaded fort [analogous to our
present imperfect understanding of our God-being], fiercely
besieged by the enemy [animal magnetism]. Would you rush forth
single-handed to combat the foe? Nay, would you not rather
strengthen your citadel [yo u r understanding of t he
denominated Christian Science”] by e
and remain within the walls for its defense? Likewise should we
do as metaphysicians and Christian Scientists. The real house in
which *“we | i vde,haavned omiorv eb e ianng” i's Spi
eternal harmony of infinite Soul. The enemy we confront would
overthrow this sublime fortress, and it behooves us to defend our
heritage.

[We must entrench] ourselves in the knowledge that our true
temple is no human fabrication, but the superstructure of Truth,
reared on the foundation of Love, and pinnacled in Life. (p. 2:16).

How do we entrench ourselves in true knowledge?

By constantly turning thought to the contemplation of the seven
synonymous terms for God and their ideas. As we proceed we find this study
has wrought a fundamental change in our consciousness. Thought becomes
what it dwells upon. We acquire a particular quality by always acting in a
particular way—the way pointed out in our textbook. We become more
impersonal, and therefore more scientific.
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We do not interject a personal sense of self into the divine system of being
any more than we inject ourself into the principle of mathematics. We
become convinced that this impersonal, infallible system- which is not
dependent upon human teachers—is the way that all can use to approach and
become one with the divine “I” or Ego, and so reach the same divine
subjectivity that enabled Jesus and Mrs. Eddy to complete their great work
on earth.

There is a definite way to follow: the way Mrs. Eddy has pointed out.
One doesn’t stand on the mountain top by a change of wording which gives
only a theoretical change of standpoint. The spiritual mountaineer climbs it
step by step. Unless the human self is being evangelized, unless Christianity
Is being revealed through our character, we are not following in the way she
pointed out.

The first edition statements, while they are completely true about us now
and forever, are the high goal to be attained by mortals, of whom St. Paul
said: “Their minds were blinded; for until this day remaineth the same veil
untaken away” (II Cor. 3:14).

Regarding strengthening our “citadel” Mrs. Eddy often spoke of the
union of Love and justice, the gospel and the law which, in a sermon, she
said is our real house, the real home “in which we live, and move, and have
our being,” wherein we abide in understanding, and partake of the power of
God. When Love is understood, she said, it detaches our affections from the
human standpoint and attaches them to the divine. The understanding of
Love “wings our efforts, inspires our struggles, heals our hearts bruised in
warfare with error.”

DEBT DUE ALICE ORGAIN

The Christian Science field is greatly indebted to Mrs. Alice Orgain, a
most extraordinary, spiritually-minded Christian Scientist, for her deep
spiritual interpretation of the Bible, and the monumental work she
accomplished in beaming much light on Mrs. Eddy’s sixteen other writings,
notably Mrs. Eddy’s Christ and Christmas, as well as in tracing Mrs. Eddy’s
spiritual progress through her 432 editions of Science and Health.
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Mrs. Orgain’s research reveals that Mary Baker Eddy’s illustrated poem,
Christ and Christmas, with which all Christian Scientists are familiar,
concerns itself with Mrs. Eddy’s major revisions of Science and Health.
Mrs. Eddy and her writings are one, since she can only be found in her
writings (My. 120:2). While her discovery of the Christ Science or the divine
laws of Life, Truth, and Love in 1866, was a full and final revelation, still it
had to be put into words which the world could understand and accept.

The illustrated poem, Christ and Christmas, depicts the orderly processes
through the progressive revisions of Science and Health by which Christian
Science was unfolded, first to Mrs. Eddy, and then through her writings to
mankind. Since, in reality, all is infinite Mind infinitely manifested as
Mind’s ideas “apparent only as Mind” (505:11), in Christ and Christmas
Mrs. Eddy wanted to show the world how to look at everything spiritually.
The pictures “present the type and shadow of Truth’s appearing in the
womanhood as well as in the manhood of God” (Mis. 33:9). Because so few
were ready to look at all objects spiritually—in fact only those were ready
who were practical healers—Mrs. Eddy temporarily withdrew Christ and
Christmas until she felt the Field was ready for more celestial latitudes and
greater, more spiritual altitudes. As Jesus was the Wayshower two thousand
years ago, so Mrs. Eddy is the wayshower in this age—the age in which evil
Is waging its titanic but futile struggle to hold mankind in abysmal ignorance
of its true divine state. Mrs. Eddy explains:

Christ, or the spiritual idea, appeared to human consciousness
as the man Jesus. [But] at the present epoch the human concept of
Christ is based on the incorporeal divine Principle of man, and
Science has elevated this idea and established its rules in
consonance with their Principle....

The ideal of God is no longer impersonated as a waif or
wanderer; and Truth is not fragmentary, disconnected,
unsystematic, but concentrated and immovably fixed in Principle.
(Ret. 93:3).

Regarding this Second Coming of the Christ, Mrs. Orgain documented
and stated conclusively:

The progressive revisions of Science and Health are interwoven
into the seamless vesture of Truth and as they are gathered into a
whole in our last edition they identify Mary Baker Eddy as the
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consciousness]| ( Reve
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writings.]

THE HOLY CITY

Mrs. Eddy does not explain, until the great 50th edition, the “holy city”—
the city foursquare which comes down from God out of heaven, in which the
angel said: “Come hither! I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”
However, as the oak is implicit in the acorn, so the divine Love,
Womanhood, the “bride” state of thought that conceives man in the idea of
God (582:14), was implicit in her initial vision or revelation, and therefore in
the first edition. (Her great mission was to reveal God’s Motherhood, true
womanhood, just as Jesus’ mission had been to reveal God’s Fatherhood,
true manhood.)

HER VISION CONTINUOUS

Mrs. Eddy’s vision was continuous to the end of her stay with us in
person. She made no mistakes in her revelation of Truth. But as Mrs. Orgain,
in her books, points out, Mrs. Eddy intermittently paused in order to
demonstrate the Truth she was writing. Jesus’ prophecies to St. John showed
that Truth would unfold to the human consciousness in four distinct
evolutions after the opening of the 7th seal in Revelation, 8th chapter,
namely: (1) the mighty angel bringing the “little book,” 10th chapter; (2) the
death of the two witnesses, 11th chapter; (3) the woman bringing forth the
“man child,” 12th chapter; (4) the city foursquare, 21st chapter.

In retrospect it can be seen that each halting and forward movement was
actually the fulfilling of a specific prophecy made by Jesus to St. John in the
Book of Revelation. The structure Mrs. Eddy was building is a living
Church or divine consciousness, which demands demonstration as it is being

55



The Mary Baker Eddy Science Institute Presents

built—it demands healing the sick, reforming the sinner, overcoming discord
of every nature, and raising the dead both literally and figuratively.

Under the marginal heading: “Our footsteps heavenward,” Mrs. Eddy
writes: “The discoverer of Christian Science finds the path less difficult
when she has the high goal always before her thoughts than when she counts
her footsteps in endeavoring to reach it” (426:5).

The early editions contain “a treasure trove” of these footsteps
heavenward. For this reason they will one day be universally recognized and
found priceless.

“LI TTLE BOOK" | NEVI TABL

After teaching and healing in a dynamic inspirational way for nine years
through the spoken word, augmented by her hand written manuscript,
Science of Man, it was inevitable that the scriptural prophecy in Revelation
10:1,2, should be fulfilled:

And | saw another mighty angel come down from heaven...and
he had in his hand a l|little bo

It is to the pages of this “little book”—"The Precious Volume”—that we
now turn, for a group discussion.
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